The Story of the Winged-S
some trouble was serious or minor, or even imaginary.
Work of such nature makes the senior members of an
engineering group realize the weight of the respon-
sibility which they have to carry.
A few more adjustments were made in the ship
and early in April we were able to start serious flights,
gradually increasing the useful load until the full con-
tract load was reached. The 8-42 performed according
to our expectations, and could take off easily despite
the very heavy loading,
I was usually on board during these flights.   It was
a glorious feeling for all of us when the ship was for
the first time given full power for a speed test.   We
were flying low above the water over a measured course
between two lighthouses watching the surface of the
water rush by at an obviously high speed.   Once in a
while we would pass a boat, finally we would whizz
past the lighthouse at the end of the measured course,
after which the pilot would throttle down the motors
and at the same time usually start a steep climb.   The
momentum of the large, heavy Clipper would permit
it to mount several hundred feet even if the motors
were stopped entirely.     Having reached the desired
altitude, the pilot would turn round and come back
on the line about one mile from the beginning of the
measured course.   Then the engines would be given
full power and the ship would accelerate to maximum
speed.     During the turn it was usually possible to
make preliminary calculations of speed on die basis of
the number of seconds taken for the flight between
the two points, measured by stop-watches, usually by
two independent observers on board.   It was thrilling
to make these calculations on board the ship that was